Hepatic mass. Functioning metastatic thymoma 22 years after radiation therapy.
A 62-year-old woman presented with respiratory distress, fatigue, diplopia, and difficulty in swallowing. Liver imaging and CT of the abdomen both revealed an intrahepatic defect (although an angiogram was reported as normal). The patient recalled having had radiation therapy 22 years previously. A review of the record at that time revealed that a thymoma had been present in the mediastinum; it had been irradiated, but not resected. The patient rapidly deteriorated. At autopsy, the hepatic mass represented a metastatic thymoma. The functional nature of the metastatic tumor mass (myasthenic symptoms) was unusual, as was the long latent period after irradiation of the primary.